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The World Zoo and Aquarium Conservation Strategy demands to integrate conservation in our activities, and even more: “By adopting a strategy of integrated conservation, zoos and aquariums will also … where possible, coordinate or participate in their own field-based conservation projects, whether these are practical (…), educational (…) or involve scientific research;…” - “Where possible”?

If we want to be regarded as conservation institutions we MUST breed endangered species, educate - and act in practical manner. 

Therefore, besides numerous educational and breeding programs in the field of amphibian conservation, the staff of Aquazoo was readjusting the ponds in front of our entrance. In addition, different kinds of signage are combined to inform our visitors about the ecology of fresh water habitats, domestic amphibian and water birds. Another example is the EU-project “The re-introduction of allis shad (Alosa alosa) in the Rhine System”.

Why this effort? We believe, that credibility and expertise must be characteristics of our institution – of any Zoo or Aquarium. Limiting our activities to conservation information, collecting money or breeding a handful of endangered species could be regarded as being a fig leave in the public. 

A perfect reputation is the prerequisite to be accepted as a valuable kind of insti-tution in our community in the future. Nevertheless, there's still a long way to go... 

