Going Green - Communicating 'eco' issues to visitors 
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Like many zoological and conservation organisations, the Royal Zoological Society of Scotland [RZSS], the conservation education organisation that operates Edinburgh Zoo and the Highland Wildlife Park in Scotland, UK, aspires to practice and promote sustainability and ‘eco’ or green issues to our visitors.

The reality of operating a large organisation with many parts; including retail, catering, animal husbandry and maintenance; is that whilst we are becoming ‘greener’ there are many areas of improvement to be made, and it is hard to provide a good example for visitors to learn from. The Zoo is in the process ISO14001 accreditation and now has various policies and procedures in place. However, we recognised that one of our responsibilities is to provide information for our visitors that supports a more sustainable lifestyle.

Some of the ideas for creating activities and events highlighting ‘green issues’ were developed within our global classroom initiative for secondary school students. In early 2008 we also held a ‘Fairtrade’ event, highlighting some of the issues of people, trade and development that relate to the environment.

We have just (February 2009) held an ‘Eco Fair’ week at Edinburgh Zoo for our general zoo visitors. Included amongst the activities this week were simple but effective demonstrations and games to show the negative and positive sides of waste and recycling. Children were able to help us, using rubbish, in creating our very own recycled zoo – animal models. They were also encouraged to make garden bird feeders from plastic bottles. Elsewhere in the Zoo information and displays were provided upon energy saving – we even had thousands of free energy saving light bulbs to give away – and upon things to do to encourage local wildlife, from bird boxes to bee nests.
The ‘eco week’ raised the profile of both green living (including how waste can be utilised) and the fact that Edinburgh Zoo is an environmental organisation which is also doing its best to become greener in its day to day operation. 

Contact: 

Ruth Miller, Education Officer, Royal Zoological Society of Scotland.

rmiller@rzss.org.uk 

