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The Education Department of Pistoia Zoo has organized a formal educational programme for Primary and Secondary schools concerning Malagasy ecosystems and conservation issues.

The aims of the project were to let children gain experience of biodiversity and conservation issues of Madagascar, to promote a sustainable use of natural resources and to raise funds for two schools located in the Berenty Reserve (South-eastern Madagascar) and for the EAZA Madagascar Campaign 2006/2007.

During the last two years 13 classes participated with a total of 250 children from 8 to 13 years old. Each class attended two lessons at school and one lesson at Pistoia Zoo. Hands-on activities were carried out to evaluate what children knew about Madagascar and let them discover Malagasy environments and biodiversity. They also took part in role-playing games to learn about the impact of deforestation on flora and fauna and the importance of responsible ecotourism.
At Pistoia Zoo children encountered some Malagasy species such as Madagascar giant day geckos (Phelsuma madagascariensis) and prepared food enrichments for ring-tailed lemurs (Lemur catta) These unexpected encounters provoked a strong emotional impact and raised children’s involvement and interest in conservation issues.

A field research of Pisa University at the Berenty Reserve has been financed by Pistoia, Falconara and Punta Verde Zoos. Funds donated by schoolchildren and zoo visitors were used to support both the ethological research and the purchase of didactic material for the Malagasy schools. In 2008 an Info-pack, concerning educational activities about Malagasy flora and fauna, was also delivered to Malagasy teachers to start a conservation education programme. A follow-up meeting was organized at Pistoia schools to let children learn about the researchers’ experience in Madagascar. 

Moreover, teachers, children and their families participated in a final event at Pistoia Zoo. Children prepared games, gadgets and entertaining activities to raise funds for the Malagasy schools and the EAZA Madagascar Campaign.

This educational programme made it possible:

-to let Italian schoolchildren and zoo visitors learn about Madagascar and conservation issues

-to raise funds for in-situ conservation action
-to link Pistoia Zoo, Italian and Malagasy schools, Research and in-situ Conservation

