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Conservation, Education and Development

Or how should they be linked to improve our work in the field?
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Given the incredibly large amount of money allocated to conservation and the large number of enthusiastic people dedicated to this cause, including zoo educators, we should wonder why we do not have better results. Of course, here and there, the situation is improving: some animals that were locally extinct are now back; some national parks and key areas are better secured from poaching; illegal logging and trade have sometimes been regionally reduced.  But still, and more urgent than ever, there remains this flashing red warning light alerting us to the increasing dangers. The pace of deforestation, even if reduced in some areas, is still accelerating at a most alarming rate.  Some of the great apes may not survive this century, and new species are added every year to the IUCN endangered species Red List. The illegal trade of endangered species and their slaughter for bushmeat are still major unresolved issues. And these are just a few of the many examples of which we are all so very aware. 

There is a urgent need for more effective actions, using the incredible potential from all enthusiastic zoo educators. An action plan that would take into consideration the basic needs of the local communities living with the wildlife we are trying to protect. Nowadays, Conservation, education and development should go hand-in-hand if we want to make a significant difference in the long term. 

