Cologne Zoo - nature conservation projects, especially in Vietnam 

www.koelnerzoo.de 




T. Pagel, CEO Cologne Zoo
The objective of the EAZA Education and Exhibit Design Committee is to stimulate and assist EAZA members in meeting the demands of the World Zoo & Aquarium Conservation Strategy (2005) as well as the EAZA Education Standards (2001). In general, this means that zoo visitors should be informed and educated in such a way that their awareness of the necessity of nature conservation and of sustainable solutions to the global environmental changes increases.
On the way towards a centre of nature conservation Cologne Zoo does not only keep and breed endangered species such as Bali starlings, Douc langurs, Okapis or elephants. No, we are also active in in-situ projects.

Our main projects are in Vietnam. All activities are related to our tropical house at Cologne Zoo “DER REGENWALD”, which we were able to open in April 2000. Because the theme of the house is the Asian rainforest we needed a project in this area. In 1998 we went to Vietnam for the very first time, looking for an area. In 1999 a first Memorandum of Agreement was signed, till that time the area was just a nature reserve. Our first partner was the Center for Natural Resources and Environmental Studies (CRES). In 2001 the Phong Nha – Ke Bang National Park was established (85.754 ha). The last MOA in 2008 was directly signed with the PPC and NP as partners. The NP has different ecosystems: caves, rivers, forests, grasslands. In 5 the last years over 20 new species have been described. In a recently published, third list the total number of the herpetofauna known from Phong Nha - Ke Bang National Park was brought to 140. From our side, the project was coordinated from the beginning by the curators of the Cologne Zoo's tropical house "The Rainforest" and Aquarium. Subsequently it was supported in addition by two persons permanently on site, Dr. Martina Vogt and Bernhard Forster. 
Since 2005 the Cologne Zoo cooperates with the Frankfurt Zoological Society (FZS) in a reintroduction programme for endangered primate species. Ha Tinh langurs (Trachypithecus laotum hatinhensis) and Red-shanked Douc langurs (Pygathrix nemaeus) from the Endangered Primate Rescue Centre (EPRC) shall be released. A group of 8 Hatinh-langurs has been transferred from the EPRC to an18 ha large semi-wild enclosure in Phong Nha-Ke Bang in 2007.
In cooperation with the amphibian breeding station of the Institute of Ecology and Biological Resources (IEBR), Vietnamese Academy of Science and Technology, in Hanoi, and together with our new amphibian breeding section in the Cologne Zoo's aquarium we are also prepared for combinations of in situ with ex situ breeding and preservation efforts.
We try to succeed awareness for our projects by: Cologne Zoo’s publications, our homepage, the Vietnam project panels and TV documentations in the zoo, press conferences and press articles, even TV-films.

In 2007 the Cologne Zoo received the Conservation Award of the European Association of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA) for its engagement with biodiversity conservation and research in Phong Nha – Ke Bang.
