Mr. Chairman,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Dear colleagues!

It is my pleasure to welcome you on behalf of the Cologne Zooeducators to the EZE 2009, the EAZAs - Zooeducators Conference. We never listed our EZE conferences but I think it is the 20th however it is the largest zooeducators conference ever took place. 
As we took over we estimated 90 participants and now we are nearly 150!
Welcome!

The organisation of a conference can not be done by one person. Thanks to all who supported me, 
· our director, Theo Pagel, 
· my colleagues for Cologne Zoo education department 
· the staff of our Zoo 

· and last not least our restaurant staff, who will care for food and drinks.

The last month we had a lot of virtual contacts (emails, homepages etc.). And it was fine to be in contact with you. Virtuality has its own attraction remember “invaders or moorhuhn killing”, but now I’m really happy to have you here as real persons. 

Welcome again!
We have an ambitious conference and only little time thus I’d like to intoduce to you the chair of our first session, Mr. Stephen Woolard from RZSS, Edinburgh Zoo and ask him:

Stephen, please do your job

